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Abstract:
The  physical  environment  of  Metro  Manila,  with  its  tropical  heat  and  humidity,  
and  unattractive  streetscape,  has  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  appeal  of  
hyper-conditioned  environments  in  this  megacity  of  about  11.7  million  people.  
This  paper  examines  public  parks  as  alterity  constituted  by  Metro  Manila’s  most  
ubiquitous  leisure  consumption  space,  the  shopping  mall.  Using  ethnographic  
data,  it  argues  that  leisure  practices  in  open  public  spaces,  while  privileging  
aspects  marginal  to  the  hegemonic  shopping  mall,  do  not  manifest  a  break  in  
space  usage  consumption  in  ways  that  change  the  consequential  materiality  of  

hyper-conditioned  environments.  Instead,  the  marginalization  and  and  
augmented  reality  prevalent  in  hyper-conditioned  environments  are  reproduced  
in  the  highly  differentiated  experiences  of  other  public  spaces,  and  vice  versa.
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